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Lesson 20: Chapter 8:18-34 
The Messiah’s Power Displayed 
 

 

1. Review & Extension 

a. So far, Israel’s kingdom being “at hand” held the following developments of their King: 
i. Birth (Mt1:1; 2:2,6), Manifestation (3:17), Temptation (4:1), Gospel (4:17), People (5:14), 

Authority (5:17;7:24), Law commandments (5:19), Power (8:1-9:33, etc.) 
 

2. Overview 
a. 3 main events: 

i. Departure from multitude (Capernaum) vv. 18-22 
ii. Calming of the storm (Sea of Galilee) vv. 23-27 

iii. Casting out of Legion (Gergesenes) vv. 28-34 
 

3. 8:18-22 – Christ Departs from the Multitude (Lu9:57-62) 
a. “multitudes” Jesus’ fame could hardly be held in abeyance – Mk1:28, 33 
b. “gave commandment to depart” Jesus constantly separated from the multitude – Mk1:35-37,44-45  
c. Why? A: Much ground yet to cover & some might try to make him king by force – Mk1:38; Cf. Jn6:15 
d. Prophecy spoke of his lowly coming – Mt12:18-21; Cf. Isa42:1-4 
e. The Godhead’s prophetic schedule: “times & seasons” & Jesus had an “hour” – Jn2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 17:1 
f. “let the dead bury” Jesus=way to life | Israel was to follow & preach – Jn3:18; 8:51; Lu9:60-62 

 

4. 8:23-27 – Christ Calms the Storm (Mk4:35-41; Lu8:22-25) 
a. Location: Sea of Galilee (departure from Capernaum or Bethsaida?) – Mt8:5; Cf. Jn1:44; Mt8:14 
b. “he was asleep” showing Christ’s humanity – Phil2:7-8 → Jonah was asleep (1:4-5) 
c. “rebuked the winds…sea” showing his Deity – Col1:16-17 → Jonah was cast in (1:15) 
d. Man never given authority over wind/water – Gen1:27-28 
e. God stills the raging sea – Ps89:9; 107:23-30 
f. God rebukes man w/his creative authority – Job12:15; 26:10,12; 28:20-28; 38:3-11,25-29,33-36 
g. God asked Job if he knew where wisdom resided…”wisdom” pre-dates “creation” – Prov8:20-36 
h. The natural man cannot know the things of God, but by his Spirit = mind of Christ – 1Cor2:9-16  
i. In Christ are bound up all wisdom, might, power & dominion: the fulness of all – Col2:2; Eph1:17-23 
j. “What manner of man…?” the fulness of the Godhead bodily – Col2:9 
k. God judges man, delivers Israel w/ water: 

i. Worldwide flood (Noah) – Gen6-9, Parting the Red Sea (Moses) – Ex14-15, Parting the Jordan 
(Joshua – Elijah – Elisha) – Josh3:7-17; 2Kgs2:8,14, Resurrection (Jonah) – Jonah1-2, Jesus 
rebukes wind/waves and walks amidst it – Mt14:22-25 

 

5. 8:28-34 – Christ Casts Out Legion to Swine (Mk5:1-20; Lu8:26-39) 

a. Location: “Gergesenes” on the “other side” of the Sea of Galilee – Mt8:18,28 
b. Legion. The name revealed in parallel accounts referring to “thousands” – Mk5:9,13 
c. “Jesus, Thou Son of God” the devils believed – Jas2:19 
d. “before the time” showing an understanding of appointed times – 2Pe2:4; Rev12:7-10 
e. “swine” a sign of uncleanness & possible disobedience to the law – Lev11:7; Deu14:8; Isa65:3-4 
f. “perished in the waters” which did not occur for Christ’s followers Cf. Mt8:25 
g. “the whole city…depart” either disobedient Israel or suppliers of abomination – Cf. Ac19:23-41 
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