
FUNDAMENTAL GRACE BIBLE STUDY 
 

Galatians         13 August 2017 

Lesson 16: Chapter 4:8-11 
Turning to Weak & Beggarly Elements 
 

1. Review 
a. Audience: some Jews/Gentiles believed Paul…others opposed – Ac13:14,43-45; 14:1-7; 15:1-6  

 

2. 4:8 – Natural Men Serve Only Unknown gods 
a. Proper expectations – the unsaved serve Satan & an evil world; sons of God serve God 
b. “knew not God, ye did service unto…no gods” ignorant serve gods – Rom1:18-28; Eph2:3; 4:17 
c. Paul continually preached against man’s ignorant worship – Ac14:8-17; 17:16-32; 19:26 
d. The natural man sees the Spiritual knowledge of God as foolishness – 1Cor2:14 
e. The combat of many gods and practices surrounding them was a doctrinal issue – 1Cor8:1-7 

 

3. 4:9 – Sons of God Walk by Faith in the Doctrine of Grace 
a. “known of God” a privileged standing we have that Jesus did not preach – Mt7:23; Jn15:1-14 

i. Position: dead to law, dead to sin, under grace – Gal2:19; Rom6:2,7,14  
b. Grace doctrine is hard; it opens all aspects of your life to discernment (1Cor10:31; Phil1:9,10): 

i. teaches who you were, what Christ did for you & who you are in Christ 
ii. teaches to stand fast in liberty…but to what? – Gal5:1 

iii. is not license to sin, nor obligation to law (both are flesh) – Gal5:13; 1Cor6:12 
iv. is preached and obeyed from the heart; it is constraint – Rom6:15-18; 2Cor5:14 
v. teaches us what is ordained righteous & expedient that we should do – Eph2:10; Ti2 

vi. takes study, persuasion, renewing of a spiritual mind – Rom12:2; 2Cor10:5; Col3:10 
 

4.  4:9 – Legalism: Weak & Beggarly 

a. Legalism def. – imposes rules on behavior (i.e. do this, don’t do that); judges position by behavior 
b. “how turn ye again” law was more excellent understanding for Jews – Rom2:17,18 
c. But now, knowing grace should guard against reverting to law – 1Tim1:3,7-11 
d. The Galatians were being instructed to walk under law, they desired it – Gal4:21; 5:7,8 
e. “weak and beggarly elements” Really?...Weak through the flesh – Rom8:1-3 
f. What is appealing about the law (i.e. legalism)?  A: It’s easy. 

i. Details: You know what to do, when to do it, how to do it – Cf. Rom12:2 
ii. Success/Failure: Merit of good or bad – Cf. 1Tim6:5,6 

iii. Comparison: You can judge yourself by others – Cf. 2Cor10:12 
 

5. 4:10 – Obligatory Service 

a.  “ye observe…” observation of law was Israel’s responsibility & life – Deu32:46,47  
i. Israel’s days: holy days & convocations – Ex12:17; 20:8-11; 31:13-17; Lev23 

ii. Israel’s months: the month of Abib – Ex12:2; Deu16:1 
iii. Israel’s times: observe or not to observe? – Ac1:6,7; 3:1; 10:9,30; Lev19:26 
iv. Israel’s years: 6 years of sowing, 1 year of rest – Ex23:10-12; Cf. Ac3:19 

b. Jesus instructed his disciples to observe all things he commanded – Mt23:1-3; 28:20 
c. Didn’t Paul grow up observing the same things? – Ac22:3 

 

6. 4:11 – The New Creature’s New Pattern 
a. “I am afraid of you” Israel’s holyday program is not for the body of Christ – Col2:16-23 
b. But, did not Paul continue to observe certain days? – Ac20:16; Cf. Rom15:25-27; 1Cor9:19-22 
c. The esteeming of days should be considered by the member of the body of Christ – Rom14 
d. Paul warns against law teaching as doctrines of devils today – 1Tim4:1-4; 1Cor8:8 



FUNDAMENTAL GRACE BIBLE STUDY 
 

 

Important questions for the Christian: 
Do we esteem days in this dispensation? 
What is the purpose of the holiday? 
Is there spiritual significance being attributed to anything physical thing or day/time? 
Is the holiday based in the truth of scripture, or is it pagan in origin? 
 

Topics: 
Sabbath day (Jewish – Saturday) 
Christian Sabbath (Sunday) 
Christmas (Christ-mass or ‘mass of the Christ’) 
Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday – Carnival) 
Ash Wednesday 
Lent: 14 Feb-31 March, 2018 (40 day fast – abstaining from meat on Fridays) 
Holy Week: 25-31 March, 2018: 

 Palm Sunday 

 Holy Thursday 

 Good Friday 

 Holy Saturday  

 Easter Sunday 
 

Roman Catholic Liturgical Calendar 
PRINCIPAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR 2017 
First Sunday of Advent (November 27, 2016) 
Ash Wednesday (March 1, 2017) 
Easter Sunday (April 16, 2017) 
The Ascension of the Lord [Thursday] (May 25, 2017) 
Pentecost (Sunday June 4, 2017) 
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (June 18, 2017) 
First Sunday of Advent (December 3, 2017) 
 
LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
Nov. 27, 2016 – Jan. 9, 2017 Advent, Christmas 
Jan. 10 – Feb. 28, 2017 Weeks 1 to 8, Ordinary Time 
March 1 – June 4, 2017 Lent, Triduum, Easter 
June 5 – August 5, 2017 Weeks 9 to 17, Ordinary Time 
August 6 – December 2, 2017 Weeks 18 to 34, Ordinary Time 
Dec. 3, 2017 – Jan. 8, 2018 Advent, Christmas 
 

7 Sacraments of the Catholic Church 
Definition – efficacious signs of grace instituted by Christ and entrusted to the church by which divine life is 
dispensed to us.  
Sacraments: Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation, Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders, Matrimony 

 Efficacious – because of God’s power, they work 

 Sign – object, word or gesture that points to something greater (i.e. God’s grace) 

 Grace – God’s free gift of his help, presence and salvation 

 Therefore, sacraments point to and are channels of God’s grace (I.e. communication between God and his 
people) 

 Required participation to receive divine life (i.e. salvation) 
 


