
FUNDAMENTAL BIBLE STUDY 
 

Galatians             9 July 2017 

Lesson 12: Chapter 3:6-18 
Thrust: The Promise of the Spirit by Faith 

1. Review 
a. Being crucified with Christ: you are dead to the law & quickened that you might live unto God 
b. We walk by the Spirit just as we received Christ Jesus – Eph1:13; Rom8:8-14; Col2:6 

 

2. 3:6-9 – Abraham’s Blessing by Hearing of Faith 
a. Paul addresses the topic of how one is made a ‘child of Abraham’ until verse 29 
b. Warning: Abraham has a dual fatherhood: 1) Uncircumcision, 2) Circumcision – Rom4:11,12 
c. Father def. – spiritually, the first pattern of righteousness accounted by faith – Gen15:6; Rom4:11 
d. “they…of faith” you can’t be a child without faith; Q: Faith in what? – Gal3:26 
e. “scripture, forseeing” Who saw? A: Scripture, not man – the mechanics were secret – 1Cor2:6-8 
f. “preached…the gospel unto Abraham” gospel means good news 
g. Which was? “In thee shall all nations be blessed” (Gen22:18); Not preach. of the cross – 1Cor1:18 
h. “blessed with” i.e. in like manner – What was he blessed with? A: v.6, righteousness by faith 

 

3. 3:10-14 – Gentile Blessing Through Christ’s Redemption 

a. Those “of the works of the law” are under a curse to do all – Deu27:26; Jas2:10-12 
b. Remember: you frustrate God’s grace by thinking righteousness comes by law – Gal2:21 
c. Of course, it should be evident that “the just shall live by faith” – Hab2:4; Rom1:17; Rom10:4 
d. “the law is not of faith” just as those of work are not of grace – Rom4:4 
e. “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse” ransomed all by his blood – Rom3:24; Eph1:7 
f.  “That” without the work of Christ in v.13 none of v.14 is possible for Gentiles 
g. “the blessing of Abraham” is only mentioned twice in scripture – Gen28:4; Gal3:14 

i. Potential interpretations: 1) Spirit, 2) physical, earthly inheritance, 3) both 
h. Mystery: Christ’s redemptive work allows Gentiles to be blessed w/out Israel – Eph2:13; 3:6 
i. Paul answers his question in verse 2 that the Spirit was received by faith – Eph1:13,14  

 

4. 3:15-18 – Abraham’s Seed and Inheritance 
a. Paul speaks according to the manner of men… 
b. “it” the covenant promises made by God to Abraham: 1) land, 2) mult. seed, 3) blessing 
c. “if it be confirmed…no man disannulleth” this covenant promise stands sure because God made it 

i. Prophecy: Abraham’s multiplied seed will bless the nations through Christ – 2Sam7:12 
ii. Christ confirmed the promises made to the fathers in his earthly ministry – Rom9:5; 15:8 

iii. Abe/Isaac/Jacob/12 sons/12 tribes multiplied = the flesh seed many – Rom9:8 
iv. The remnant that received Messiah by faith = “promised seed” counted – Rom9:6; 11:5 
v. Paul declares that Israel is temp. blinded through this dispensation – Rom11:25,26 

d. “to Abraham and his seed” Paul differentiates between seed many and seed singular 
e. “not…seeds…many”…“but as of one…thy seed…which is Christ” 
f. Paul hones in on a singular seed, not multiplied seed, to make a point regarding inheritance 
g. Israel’s inheritance is physical, earthly and always has faith + law performance attached 
h. The BoC’s inherit. is spiritual, heavenly w/out law perf. by faith alone– 2Tim1:1; Ti3:7; Col1:25-27 
 

 
 

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us…that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith.” – Galatians 3:13,14 
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Galatians 3:15-29 Consequences 
The following images are the various options that students of the Bible could take on Galatians 3:15-29.  
Specifically, the questions that should be asked are: 
 

What is the “blessing of Abraham”? 
What is “the covenant” being considered? 
What are “the promises”? 
Who is “the seed” the promises were made to? 
When did “that faith come”? 
Does the body of Christ inherit the physical blessings promised to Abraham’s multiplied seed? 
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God’s Promises (Covenant) to Abram and his multiplied seed: 
    *Note: This is a one-sided covenant, requiring no performance on Abram’s part 

Gen 12:2 And… 

I will make of thee a great nation,  

and I will bless thee,  

and make thy name great;  

and thou shalt be a blessing: 

Gen 12:3 And… 

I will bless them that bless thee,  

and curse him that curseth thee:  

and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

Gen 12:7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said,  

Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared 
unto him. 

Gen 13:15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it,  

and to thy seed for ever. 

Gen 13:16 And  

I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, 
then shall thy seed also be numbered. 

Gen 13:17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it;  

for I will give it unto thee. 

Gen 15:3 And Abram said,  

Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 

Gen 15:4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,  

This shall not be thine heir;  

but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 

Gen 15:5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars,  

if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

Gen 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 

Gen 15:7 And he said unto him,  

I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 

Gen 15:8 And he said,  

Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? 

Gen 15:13 And he said unto Abram,  

Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs,  

and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 

Gen 15:14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge:  

and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 

Gen 15:15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 

Gen 15:18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying,  

Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates: 

 


