
FUNDAMENTAL BIBLE STUDY 
 

Galatians             23 July 2017 

Lesson 14: Chapter 3:20-25 
Thrust: Before and After that Faith Came 

 
1. Review 

a. Correction: Last lesson, it was mentioned that Abraham’s physical, multiplied seed were the 
inheritors of Israel’s new covenant promises.  This is not true (Rom9:6-8).  Rather, the children of 
promise, those believers that received the Messiah (Jn1:11,12), the remnant of Israel (Peter & 
Co.) received the new covenant promise of the Spirit (Ex19:5,6; Rom11:5-7; Zech12:10; 1Pe2:5-9; 
2Pe1:4,10,11). 

b. “Abraham’s seed” (Gal3:29) two entities are spoken of as Abraham’s seed: 
i. Christ – the son of Abraham & David – Mt1:1; Gal 

ii. Israel – the multiplied seed of Abraham – Jn8:33-59 
c. What is the Galatian problem?  A: Saved by grace; sought to be under the law – Gal4:21 

 

2. 3:21-22 – The Function of the Law Proves the Conclusion of Scripture 
a. God gave both promise and law…though the law cannot disannul promise 
b. Important questions: 1) Why serve the law?, 2) Is the law against promises?  3) Is the law sin? 
c. Paul reiterates God’s function for law was never to bring life…it brings death – Rom7:7-14  
d. Justification: How is righteousness & life granted to sinners by God? – Job25:4; Cf. Rom3:21 
e. Mystery: God promised inherit. of eternal life by faith alone thru Christ – 2Tim1:1,9; Ti1:2; 3:7 
f. “the scripture hath concluded” all have sinned, none is righteous – Rom1:16-3:31; Rom11:32 
g. The Law of Faith: God’s promises can only be accessed by faith, boasting is excluded 

 
3. 3:23-24 – That Faith and the Schoolmaster 

a. Think big picture here… 
b. “before faith came” the word, the teaching or the content of faith in the context? 
c. Faith def. – substance of hope, evidence of unseen – Heb11:1; Rom10:17 

i. By definition, when did faith come? A: When God spoke to man. 
ii. By Hebrews 11, faith was present for the elders of Israel. 

iii. By first mention, when did faith come? A: Deu32:20; Cf. Nu12:7 

iv. By NT first mention, when did faith come? A: Deu32:5; Mt17:17; 8:10; 9:27-29  

d. It’s obvious faith is present throughout the Bible.  The better question is “Faith in what?” 
e. “we were kept under the law”  Where do we find faith preached without law or performance? 

i. Did Jesus teach faith & NOT being under the schoolmaster?  A: No – Mt23:1-3,23 
ii. What Peter & Co.?  Did faith come then w/out law? A: No…covenantal performance.  

1. The name, temple, selling + diet – Ac3:1,16,19; 4:12; Ac5:31; 10:9-14,28  

2. Faith + works – Jas2 

 

4. 3:25 – The Mystery of Christ Revealed 
a. “after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster” – Rom6:14 
b. Who was given the revelation of the righteousness of God accounted to sinners by faith alone? 
c. Christ revealed to Paul a mystery kept secret since the world began – Ac9:3; 26:15-18; Rom16:25 
d. Christ revealed Paul the change of reign from law to grace – Rom5:18-21; 2Cor5:19-21; 1Tim2:5 
e. Progress. Revelation: Paul was first in a pattern of “that faith” for today – 1Cor15:8; 1Tim1:16 

 

“But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be 
revealed…But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.” – Galatians 3:23,25 

Faith Data 
Total Mentions: 231 

 OT(*MMLJ): 31 

 NT: 200 

 Hebrew Epistles: 57 

 Pauline=143 (61%) 
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